Event: Annual Literary Festival — Nakshatra 2026
Dates: 31 January — 9 February 2026

The Laureates, Students' Forum of the Department of English, D.A.V. Post
Graduate College, Varanasi, successfully organised its annual literary
festival, Nakshatra 2026, from 31 January to 9 February 2026. The festival
brought together enthusiastic participation from students of D.A.V. P.G.
College and several other educational institutions, providing a vibrant
platform for literary creativity, intellectual exchange, cultural expression,

and holistic personality development.

The festival commenced with 'Aarambham’, the inaugural ceremony held at
the Lt. P. N. Singh Yadav auditorium. The programme began with the
traditional Deep Prajwalana by Principal Prof. Mishri Lal, Secretary Shri
Ajit Kumar Singh, Vice-Principal and Head of the Department of English,
Prof. Sangeeta Jain, and Harsh Chaturvedi, President of the Laureates
Students' Forum, in the presence of faculty members and students. The
inaugural session was gracefully compered by Snigdha Singh and Prakriti
Priya. The cultural programme featured the Kulgeet presented by Mousiquee
— The Music Society, Ganesh Vandana by Taalasya — The Dance Society,
Vishnu Vandana by Shatabdi Das, and poetry recitations by Harsh Raj
Rathore, Aastha Singh, and Saurabh Kumar, setting an inspiring tone for the

festival.

The festival was organised under the guidance of Prof. Sangeeta Jain, Head
of the Department of English, with the constant support and encouragement
of the faculty members, including Dr. Bandana Bal Chandnani, Prof.

Indrajeet Mishra, Dr. Najmul Hasan, Dr. Mahima, Mr. Virat, Ms. Pragya,



and Ms. Aradhana. The Organising Committee deserves special appreciation
for its meticulous planning, unwavering commitment, and tireless efforts.
Working with remarkable enthusiasm, responsibility, and teamwork, the
student organisers coordinated every aspect of the festival with efficiency

and professionalism, ensuring its resounding success.

The literary competitions commenced on 4 February with 'Manthan' (Quiz
Competition), which promoted analytical thinking, general awareness, and
teamwork. Ayush Arya Ranjan (D.A.V. P.G. College) secured the First
Prize, Disha Sharma (D.A.V. P.G. College) won the Second Prize, while
Utkarsh and Shambhavi (D.A.V. P.G. College) secured the Third Prize.

On the same day, 'Kurukshetra' (Turncoat Debate Competition) challenged
participants to defend and oppose the same motion, testing their spontaneity,
persuasive speaking, and critical thinking. The competition was judged by
Dr. Purnima Singh, Department of English, Vasant Kanya Mahavidyalaya,
Varanasi, and Dr. Bandana Bal Chandnani, Department of English, D.A.V.
P.G. College. Utkarsh Tiwari (D.A.V. P.G. College) won the First Prize,
Deepanjali Sharma (Vasant Kanya Mahavidyalaya) secured the Second

Prize, and Anshika Singh (Sunbeam College) secured the Third Prize.

On 5 February, 'Srijan' (Essay Writing Competition) encouraged participants
to express their ideas through thoughtful and creative writing. Rupak
Chakrabarty (D.A.V. P.G. College) secured the First Prize, Shivangi
Agarwal (M.M.V.) won the Second Prize, and Anjali (Vasant Kanya
Mahavidyalaya) received the Third Prize.

Later the same day, 'Resonance' (Elocution Competition) was conducted

under the gracious presence of Dr. Sunita Arya as the Chief Guest. The



competition celebrated eloguence, confidence, and effective communication.
Pallavi Gaur won the First Prize, Satyapriya secured the Second Prize, and
Titiksha Anand received the Third Prize.

On 6 February, '‘Manjari' (Storytelling Competition) encouraged creativity,
Imagination, and effective narration. The event was judged by Dr. Supriya,
Department of English, Vasant Kanya Mahavidyalaya, Varanasi, and Dr.
Bandana Bal Chandnani. Bhavya Singh secured the First Prize, Anish
Dhawal Tripathi won the Second Prize, and Rishi Baranwal received the
Third Prize.

The literary competitions concluded on 7 February with 'Kavyanjali' (Poetry
Competition). The event was graced by Dr. Bhanumati Mishra, Department
of English, Arya Mahila P.G. College, Varanasi, who inspired the
participants through her insightful address on the significance of poetry.
Pulak Pandey secured the First Prize, Shristi Shaw won the Second Prize,
and Shatabdi Das received the Third Prize.

Throughout the festival, the members of the Laureates Students' Forum
demonstrated remarkable dedication, discipline, and organisational
excellence. Students from various educational institutions participated with
great enthusiasm, making every event intellectually stimulating and
culturally enriching. The festival successfully promoted literary excellence,
critical thinking, effective communication, leadership, teamwork, and

creative expression among young learners.

The festival concluded with '‘Samarpan — The Dusk of Nakshatra' on 9
February 2026. The valedictory ceremony was elegantly compered by

Shatabdi Das and Gargi Maudgal. The programme featured the Guru



Mantra, the Kulgeet presented by Mousiquee, and a graceful cultural
performance by Taalasya. Winners of all competitions, along with the
members of the Core Committee and the Organising Committee, were
felicitated for their achievements and dedicated service. A special highlight
of the ceremony was the presentation of the "Youngest President Award' to
Harsh Chaturvedi in recognition of his exemplary leadership and dedicated
service as President of the Laureates Students' Forum. The festival
concluded with a captivating musical presentation by Mousiquee, bringing

Nakshatra 2026 to a memorable and inspiring close.

Nakshatra 2026 proved to be a grand success, reaffirming the Department of
English's commitment to nurturing literary talent, creative expression,
academic excellence, and holistic personality development of students. The
festival not only celebrated the spirit of literature and culture but also
provided students with meaningful opportunities to develop confidence,
leadership qualities, teamwork, and communication skills, leaving
participants and audiences alike with lasting memories of an enriching

literary experience.
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